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September is the month we kick off our annual Stewardship

effort. I know this may cause your eyes to glaze over; or for you
to quickly skip to the next article. But as we’ve learned at Saint
Peter’s, stewardship can be fun—or at least a little humorous. 

 
A couple of years ago we featured Stella, our beloved church
Bassett Hound, with the theme “We won’t hound you (well,

maybe a little).” The following year we gave out Saint Peter’s
branded mugs to those who pledged. It was our own mini

version of a PBS pledge drive, including our very own tote bag.  
 

Like everything else in life, 2020 was an upside-down year. And
we’re still dealing with the aftereffects. It offers us the chance to
take a moment and reflect on where we’ve been, where we are,

and where we’re headed.
 

Moving toward (what, exactly?) 
There’s no question these past months have dramatically changed our lives.

There’s also little doubt that we can (or should) go back to the way things were.
This is the case with Saint Peter’s also. Online services are a permanent part of

our Sunday and Wednesday services. We’ve reached folks across the country
through this new channel, speeding up a transition that might have otherwise

taken years—if not decades.  
 

The Delta variant (oh, how I look forward to the day when I barely remember
what that refers to!) has interrupted our in-person programming. Joe Arn’s

Bible Quest is on pause. We’ve yet to restart Sunday morning programming.
Families with young children are forced to ‘wrangle’ their kids during the

service, until we’re allowed to offer childcare again. Never mind the youthful
screams and squawks are a high point of Sunday service; the parents don’t

generally know that. Our Young Adult/College ministry is just getting started.  
 

It can feel like we’re standing still. On something of a semi-permanent pause.
But we’re far from it. This respite is a chance for us to discern what God is

calling us to do.  
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This year’s stewardship campaign will tell the stories of the shoes we wear and the places they
take us. Maybe to work in the Food Pantry, or on a trip to Guatemala, a Syria fundraiser. Shoes

we wore to march in Conway Pride (or intend to wear). Or a BLM march. 
Shoes that make us feel special for church. Or that we wore for that marathon we completed, or

the AIDS Rides we finished. Shoes we outgrew when we were little. That we now give to our
children. Or grandchildren.  

 
Shoes can help describe our past. They can help us map out our future. And we are moving

toward the future. Let’s ask ourselves: What is God calling us to do? Or be? What unique gifts are
we being asked to bring to each other? To Conway? To Central Arkansas? To the world? Join us as

we discern God’s call for Saint Peter’s. 
 

Help us define what “Moving Towards a ____________ future together” means.
 

Your generosity makes all of this possible. Thank you.  Greg +
 

Shoes tell our stories

 
As we move toward a ___________ future together, 

it makes me think of the shoes we wear. In the Sunday August 22

Ephesians reading, we were told 

“As shoes for your feet put on whatever will make you ready to

proclaim the gospel of peace.” 

It’s a great thought, perfect for Saint Peter’s. We are at our best

when we “proclaim the gospel of peace.”  

 

Proclaiming the Gospel of peace.
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If you’re “of a certain age,” you may remember hearing Aesop’s Fables as a

child. One in particular, “The Lion and the Mouse,” I have always

remembered. In the story, a sleeping lion is disturbed by a tiny mouse that

wakes the lion by running over his body. The lion, angry that his sleep was

interrupted, threatens to kill the mouse. The mouse pleads for his little life and

promises to repay the lion somehow, someday. Amused and incredulous, the

lion agrees to release the mouse. Sometime later, the lion becomes trapped in

a hunter’s net. His roars bring the little mouse running. Seeing the lion’s

plight, the mouse gnaws through the ropes of the net to free the lion. It is a

happy ending for both, and I like to think they remained friends forever. 

 

When it comes to stewardship, some people may feel a little like the mouse –

worried that their “gifts” may be too small or insignificant to make much of a

difference, or maybe they know they don’t really have the financial freedom

to contribute a lot. But all “gifts” are not financial. Gifts of time and talent are

equally valuable.

 

Look back at the moral of Aesop’s story: “No act of kindness, no matter how

small, is ever wasted.”

 

When you give, in any way, to support the work of Saint Peter’s, it is really an

act of kindness on your part. The outreach we do here is intentionally focused

on helping those less fortunate in our community and around the world. Sure,

someone of great means could give $10,000, and that would be great. But 100

people of more simple means could give $100 over the course of a year and

have the same impact. Volunteering in the office or the Food Pantry a couple

of hours a week, or providing a ride to an appointment for someone in need,

or helping out on a Clean-Up day can also be very beneficial and is always

greatly appreciated. 

 

Stewardship is so much more than just writing a check or dropping cash in

the plate on Sunday. It’s how we care for our little sphere of influence. If we all

work together, even in small amounts or efforts, none of it will be wasted.  

 

Faithfully, 

Rev. Peggy
 

“No act of

kindness, no

matter how small, 

is ever wasted.” 
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Hello everyone! A new school year has started, and

with that new classes are starting and events are

happening! 

 

I wanted to let everyone know that if you

would like for your event or class to be

advertised in the Wake Up! email or other

church communications outlets, please let

me know by emailing me at

jacob.turner@saintpetersconway.org. 
 

You can also reach out to me if you have any

questions about our communications or our worship

service livestreaming or recordings in general. I look

forward to hearing from you all!

 

Jacob Turner, Communications Director

 

CommunicationCommunicationCommunication

 
Join us at the farmers market at St. Peter's!

Conway Locally Grown is an online farmers
market featuring all the best locally

produced food for healthy living. You can
easily select what you want each week from
over 400 items from 20 local farm families.
Order online from Sunday at 6pm though
Tuesday at 10pm. Then just come to the
lobby on Fridays from 3pm until 6pm to

pick up the items you ordered. Your items
are harvested just for you and will have your

name on them!
 

http://www.conway.locallygrown.net is the
website. Creating an account is easy. If you
have any issues, just call or text Steve using
the phone number and email on the main

market page. You can add a credit card when
you set up your account, or pay with cash,

check, or card on Friday when you pick up. 
 

Eggs, meat, vegetables, honey, soap,
jelly...we've got it!
Steve and Carissa

501-339-1039
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News from the Finance Manager 

 

 

Saint Peter’s is now 

debt free!! 

The Morgan House was put on the

market and sold in July. 

With the proceeds, we were able to pay

off all the debt and put some aside for

future needs. 

Look for news of a mortgage burning

party this fall.  

 

Being debt free will certainly help with

controlling expenses but giving is

trending down while other non-debt

related expenses remain consistent.

Saint Peter’s needs your continued

support. 

 

Kathy Schmeltz

 

HYMNS 101

 
 “There’s an app for that” does not apply to selecting hymns! Is it

random or is there thought behind the selection of hymns? I hope
that you have seen some connections between the hymns we sing

on certain Sundays with the readings and the gospel. That’s the
plan anyway. Luckily, there are people whose job it is to help

church musicians select appropriate hymns for each Sunday. YES!
There are actually a couple sources, but I prefer a book entitled

“Episcopal Musician’s Handbook”. Not quite bedtime reading, but
almost… So, I find the Sunday in question and read through the
suggestions. Really, really appropriate hymns are marked with a
small diamond ⧫. I know then that if this hymn is familiar to our

congregation, this one would be a good one to select. My sources
are “The Blue Hymnal 1982”, “Lift Every Voice”, “Wonder, Love, and

Praise” and “Voices Found”. I also am fond of Taize, but only for
service music, which is a whole different subject! Now, sometimes,

I just feel the need to NOT consult the book and I go rogue and
select something everyone would love to hear. Hymns like “Lift

High the Cross” and “Be Thou My Vision” spring to mind!
 I would love to make the following suggestion. If you get to

church a bit early, turn to the hymns we will be singing and read
the words through before the service starts. I promise you, you

will get so much more out of the hymns if you read the text, then
apply it to what you hear in the lessons, psalms, gospel, and
sermon. The lyrics are often quite beautiful and deserve our

attention. Give it a try! 
 

Patty Oeste, Music Director
 

Page 5



Stewardship 2021: On Pledging

The way we do this kind of financial preparation in the Episcopal church is through
what’s called a Stewardship program. Specifically, toward the end of each year we ask

you to make a pledge for giving in the coming year. I realize this language—
stewardship, pledging—may be strange and unfamiliar. Giving to a church, social

organization, or alumni group is not uncommon. We all expect the ask. But why is it
done differently in many churches, like this one?

 
Why commit to giving regularly; to pledging? Wouldn’t a one-time gift be just as

effective? Yes, in a way, but the act of regular giving is part of the bigger spiritual
practice that we undertake as disciples of Christ. It’s the regularity of the giving: the

weekly or monthly ritual of setting aside a specific, conscious amount of one’s treasure
that is a practice that, along with regular prayer, attendance, and service, make us

better followers of Christ.  
 

Pledged giving is soul work

Pledged giving works on the soul, in a
way that other kinds of giving don’t.
Giving to the church is part of your

deeper spiritual development. Giving to
the Humane Society, or the Sierra Club,

or the like may feel good—and I
encourage everyone to give to support

the causes they believe in—giving to
the church can deepen your

relationship with God.

What are you afraid of?

Fear is the single biggest reason people
don’t pledge. And this year, who isn’t fearful?
We’re looking at some ways to help you deal

with these fears in the coming months.
Things like creating a giving ‘trial period’

during September and October to see if you
can continue to thrive and give regularly. We
also know that, in a gig economy, there may
be months where your resources soar, while
other months they dwindle. Maybe a simple

commitment to give regularly—without
specifying an amount—can help build your

spiritual giving practice.  
 

It’s not about the money…it’s about a
practice

Finally, there are many of you who just don’t have the money to spare. We
see you. Know that no gift is too small. That said, you may choose to give of

your time and or talent. Come help in the office; help us set up childcare
during the service; help beautify our campus. All are spiritual practices in
God’s realm. And all are equally valuable. We’ll find ways to engage you in

this way. 
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While the last eighteen months have been full of stops and
starts for everyone, the church building and grounds have

been in constant need of attention.
 

Past hail damage to the Parish Hall roof led to moisture
damage at the ceiling inside. Thankfully, we have a

wonderful insurance company and they have worked with
us to repair all of the damage. The Parish Hall roof and
Petrucelli Walkway were completed at the same time

allowing for a consistent roof over both. The interior work
is underway and should be completed by the first week of

September. 
 

Moisture from above and below can be very destructive to
buildings. Especially ones as old as the Parish Hall. The

crawl space has been a source of dampness for many years
and we are planning to remedy the problem. Work will

begin in the fall to encapsulate and waterproof the entire
crawl space. Proceeds from the sale of the Morgan house

will fund this project. 
 

While those are large projects properly handled by
professionals, there are many projects around and inside

the buildings that we as a parish can and should handle on
our own. The list is long but manageable and with as many
as can help we should be able to complete the tasks with
one or two work days. We are tentatively planning for late

October. Specific dates and specific tasks will come shortly. 
 

While a church is its people, its people are keepers of its
church.

 
Respectfully and prayerfully,

 
Steve Hurd

Junior Warden
 

From our Vestry....

“Here’s one foot, here are two,
Each one wearing a brand new shoe,

So skip and dance all around the floor,
That’s what these new shoes are for.”

My kids could not wait to get to preschool on a
day they were wearing their new shoes. They
knew the teachers would lead the “new shoe”

song and they would be part of getting
everyone’s day off to a great start.  

On Sunday, August 22, Greg shared some
information about our upcoming stewardship
campaign. There was a lot of talk about shoes.
Why shoes? Shoes tell a story: a story of where

we have been and where we are going. 
It has been a long time since I sent children off to
pre-school wearing new shoes. In fact, this year
marks my first year in almost 25 years I did not
pack a lunch and send at least one child off to

school. St. Peter’s has been a part of my journey.
It is where I have been.  

Each day gives us opportunities to do and see
new things. I know St. Peter’s will be with me, but

what will it look like? Where will we be going?  
As we contemplate stewardship over these next

few months, I ask you to consider how your time,
talent, and treasure can help give direction. We
want to celebrate your shoes, where they have
been and where they are going, and together

create the kind of future we want for St. Peters.
Be part of getting us off to a great start!

In His Peace, 

Kris Burford Noah
Senior Warden
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As John Churchwell was preparing to leave this past year, he

presented our church with a very gracious gift: gathering all the
various documents, photos, and albums which serve as

tangible reminders of our church history in one location. I’m
pleased to announce that SPARC (Saint Peter’s Artists Collective)
has begun creating the Saint Peter’s Archives. Current plans call

for certain reference items to be stored in the church library,
accessible to folks who want to read older newsletters and

documents. 
A permanent exhibit of our most important artifacts will be
installed in the Parish Hall, along with rotating exhibits that

could depict certain seasons, activities, or themes. Additionally,
digital preservation of many items is planned, just in case the

originals are somehow damaged.
 

The Archives will tell the story of Saint Peter’s, helping us all to
witness and recognize the spirit of God that has been faithful

through changes and transformations from past to present and
will lead us on into the future. Watch for future updates and get

ready to smile, marvel, and be inspired by our past!
 

Chris Odom
 

SAINT PETER’S ARCHIVES – 
COMING SOON

 
1970 – letter from Diocesan Bishop Robert Brown to 

St. Peter’s Vicar Limuel Parks stopping the church from having 
benefit bridge parties
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Join the Fledglings Writers Group

The Fledglings Writers Group is an “open to all” writing workshop that began in 2013. While we were unable to
meet in person during the pandemic, we are hoping to re-group in September. 

No matter your experience in creative writing, we welcome you. Our group hopes to begin meeting September
1st, 2021 (Wednesday nights), 5:00pm to 6:30pm in the St. Peter’s church library. We will discuss the work we
are doing, use writing prompts to enrich our work, and if comfortable share our writing with group members.

Fiction, nonfiction, creative nonfiction, poetry, songs, and hybrid whatnots are welcome. Our numbers range in
size from 5-10 people, depending on time of year and personal schedules. You are welcome to attend as often

as you want or can.
Since we are still in Covid Times, please wear a mask in the building. If you are vaccinated, that would be most

awesome!
Please contact:

Liz Larson for any questions and information at: tamliz@aol.com
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Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our vision is to know Jesus Christ, to make him known to

others, and to become reflections of God’s love throughout the world. Today The Order of
the Daughters of the King includes women in the Episcopal Church, the Anglican Church in

North America, Churches in the Anglican Communion, Roman Catholic Church, and
Lutheran Church (ECLA).We have chapters on every continent except Antarctica. We are

women who work individually and in community to spread Christ’s Kingdom by word and
example. We can never forget that prayer is the foundation from which our service grows. 

Some of our activities: 
·Prayer Shawl Ministry

·Creating Memorial Banners for All Saints Day
·Providing meals for St. Peter's families who are mourning a loved one, experiencing illness,

or in need
·Praying continuously for requests made by Saint Peter's congregation

·Facilitating a Junior DOK Chapter
·Being of service for our Clergy and congregation as may be requested

·Attending Diocesan, Provincial, and Triennial Conventions to enrich our spiritual growth
beyond our local church

·Facilitating a three month Discernment Study each year for women of the church who
indicate interest in the Order (Currently five Saint Peter’s women are in the 2021

Discernment Class)
Daughters have the desire and take vows to become more committed Christians who serve
Christ in fellowship with other Christian women reflecting God’s love throughout the world. 

 
THE MOTTO OF THE ORDER

For His Sake. . . I am but one, but I am one.
I cannot do everything, but I can do something.

What I can do, I ought to do.
What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do.

Lord, what will you have me do?
 

Blessed to Be a DOK

Art Ministry-A Fresh Start for SPARC 
(Saint Peter’s Artists Collective) 

 Discovering Your Creative Voice 
 Participation in this faith based 12 session program for
women is a journey to discover one’s own creative voice

by engaging the whole person, drawing on cognitive skills,
emotions, the senses and the spiritual. 

 
The contributions of Arkansas women artists will be

explored by observing and reflecting on their art and
personal spiritual journey. The first session “Learning to

Look” will be on Saturday September 11th 1-3 and focus
on developing your observation and drawing skills. There
is no fee. Supplies will be provided for the first session. 

 
SPARC-Advent Wreath making workshop 

An invitation to all men and women of Saint Peter’s: 
 In preparation for the Advent Season, the art ministry is

holding a wreath making workshop scheduled to begin on
Monday, September 13,1-3. We plan to meet each

Monday until all 25 bases (which have been donated) are
decorated and ready to be given as gifts to parishioners as

Advent approaches. If anyone has ornaments, or other
appropriate decorations for the wreaths to donate, please

bring them to Room 6. 
SPARC (Saint Peter’s Artists Collective) is a gathering of
like minded parishioners who desire to deepen their faith

by creating and contemplating God's glory through the
arts.
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925 Mitchell Street
Conway, AR 72034

For updates, visit: https://saintpetersconway.org/calendar/


