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Peter's Pence
Missions

Mission and our Work in
the Community
In the Christian faith, almost nothing is more
important than mission. The Risen Christ himself, in
one of his first proclamations upon his return into
creation post-resurrection, instructs his disciples:
“…and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all
Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
(Acts 1:8b).

Mission is generally tied to the act of
purposely spreading the Gospel message,
generally to the uninitiated and those who’ve
lapsed in their call to Christianity. At Saint
Peter’s, I’d like to suggest that we think about
mission a bit differently. The objective is still
spreading the Gospel, it’s just that we do it
more with our actions, and less with our
words. Put another way, we prefer to ‘be’ the
gospel instead of just ‘saying’ the words.
In the articles that follow, you’ll see the many ways
that we try to ‘be’ the gospel in the world. Through
our actions, where we focus our energies, and
where we feel called to support specific causes.
We don’t try to force an epiphany (a God
appearance) among those we touch. We leave that
to Holy Spirit; she’s much better suited to that task.
Instead, we work. The Food Pantry, the Wisdom
House, Guatemala Medical Mission, Sparc, Moms
Demand Action, Daughters of the King, and on and
on. Saint Peter’s is always looking for ways to
share the good news of the gospel message in our
community and the world.
Recently, we’ve been called to support the voices
who fight for diversity and belonging in our local
school system. Outside forces have engaged local
activists to try to push back recent strides made by
our public schools to respect and celebrate the
diversity of its students and faculty. Given our
geographic location in front of the Junior High, I
believe it is our call to extend our mission—offering
sanctuary--to those feeling isolated or excluded
because of their race, gender identity, religion, or
sexual orientation.

The Junior High School is, arguably, one of Conway’s most
diverse places. All gather here—fed by the elementary school
network—into a peaceful, loving community. It’s a place
seemingly untouched by the culture wars raging all around. But
that’s begun to change it seems, due to fear-based and
divisive policies (and social media messaging) proposed and,
in some cases, adopted by the local powers that be.
We’re opposed to any legislated effort to ‘go back.’ Whether
through the school board or the statehouse.
You may question our taking what seems to be an overt
political stance. It’s not. We are simply upholding the values
we state in our Baptismal Covenant:
Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your
neighbor as yourself?
I will, with God’s help.
Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and
respect the dignity of every
human being?
I will, with God’s help. (BCP, 305)
I believe we are called to bring our mission field to the local
school system. To share the good news of the Gospel in the
ways we support the weak, the oppressed; in the way we give
voice to those without a voice. That young person being
bullied for whatever makes him or her different is our neighbor;
deserves God-given dignity.
It’s not yet clear how this new mission field will manifest itself.
Knowing Saint Peter’s, it will be with understanding,
information, passion, and action. Against the forces that would
seek to turn some away, we are committed to showing how
everyone lives together in Christ’s big tent of belonging.

In peace, Greg +

Dr. Linda Brown Social Hall
“What in the world is going on down the hall?”
“Why do we need to remodel that room?”
“How will it be used, and more importantly, how will it
be paid for?”
Back before the pandemic began, Saint Peter’s
decided to combine two rooms on the education
hallway to create a better space for the young
people to meet. The young people themselves did
much of the “tear-down” work. In the fall of 2021, a
plan for a new Young Adult/College ministry was
begun. In order to accommodate both the EYC and
the YA/C ministry, we thought updating the space
would be beneficial to both groups. Some new
furniture was needed, and a general facelift was in
order. The goal was to make the space welcoming
and comfortable with several groupings for seating.
An update to the small kitchen area was conceived
and would include a coffee bar.
We hired Sonja Larkowski to do the design work. We
tweaked her design a bit to meet our needs and
funds. Through her connections, the construction
work began and now is almost completed. The old
kitchen cabinets, sink, and refrigerator have been
removed/donated. A new bar has been installed with
a sink and smaller refrigerator. The bar will also hold a
“restaurant-quality” coffee machine, which Fr Greg
can explain. There is also a “window bar” in one of
the windows looking out on the “backyard.”
A new couch and loveseat, in addition to new chairs
and tables, have really changed the feel of the
space. The seating configurations are almost
endless. Believe it or not, the room will seat nearly 30
people. Also, there is a big screen television on one
end of the room, which enables groups to watch a
program or movie, or even use Zoom to connect to
others off campus, or in Guatemala, or in Syria.

The remodel was funded, with vestry approval, using a
portion of the money we can draw off our endowment
funds. Thanks to the generosity of Saint Peter’s
members past and present, the endowment is now
large enough to provide a reasonable source of yearly
income which we can use for projects just like this –
projects that not only improve our campus, but also
give us a better opportunity for outreach.
How will a new “coffee bar” help with outreach? This
renewed, more comfortable and welcoming space is
not just for us here at Saint Peter’s. We hope it will be
a place for young people, who may or may not be
members of this congregation, to gather in safety and
peace. We hope it will be a place for small groups to
gather to share a meal. We hope it will be a place
where we can Zoom with Fr. Armas in Guatemala or
Mouaz Mustafa in Washington or the Middle East. We
hope it will be a place where groups outside Saint
Peter’s will feel comfortable meeting for a
presentation. We hope it will be a place where
Christian formation can take place in a more relaxed
environment. On Sunday mornings, it will provide a
quieter space to have coffee.
Soon we will dedicate this room to the memory of the
Rev. Dr. Linda Brown, whose ministry of service and
compassion left an indelible mark on this place. I
encourage you to take a stroll down the hallway and
stop in for a look. Try out one of the new chairs. Relax
on the sofa for a minute. Enjoy a cup of coffee or tea.
Sit in the “window bar” and watch the world go by. We
think you’ll like it.

Faithfully, Peggy +

Wisdom House and the Syrian
Emergency Taskforce Mission
St. Peter’s relationship with the Wisdom House and the Syrian Emergency Taskforce
goes back to mid-2016 when Teri Daily, Jerry Adams, Brett Hardison initially
connected with Mouaz Moustafa, the executive director of the Syrian Emergency
Taskforce and also a UCA graduate. Mouaz returned to his alma mater in March 2016
to participate in the UCA sponsored TEDX talk. He spoke eloquently about Syria, his
early life there and the unfolding tragedy taking place. We met Mouaz at that TEDX
talk and from there has ground an important and fateful relationship that now is
approaching its 6th year.
Looking at the SETF website is an education – I recommend it
https://www.syriantaskforce.org/
“Syria is the worst
humanitarian crisis in
our lifetime. It is our
never again moment
and it is what drives
our humanitarian and
advocacy work. SETF
is an organization for
anyone who wants to
help give a voice to the
voiceless and to keep
the spark of freedom,
justice, and
democracy alive in
Syria while standing
against tyranny and
terrorism”
— Mouaz Moustafa,
Executive Director
(from the SETF website)

St Peter’s has been an active supporter of the Wisdom House and SETF. We pray for
the Wisdom House every Sunday along with Mouaz, Natalie Larrison and members of
the leadership team at the Wisdom House, Moumena, Rasha and Hanza.
What is important in this update is that Syria continues to be forgotten and although
there is a very strained reduction in bombing, the situation continues to be very dark.
Last September, I agreed to join the SETF national board of directors. It is an honor
and for all of the extraordinary work and impact SETF has had, what I discovered is
the SETF has not taken care of itself and/or its staff.
So, my contribution to SETF has been to elevate its governance structure, accelerate
its investment in its sustainability and develop a strategy to provide benefits to its
employees. We are going down that path right now with important progress.
What I want St Peter’s to know is that your support of SETF and the Wisdom House
remains critically important – the Syrian crisis in no where near a solution but the
priority is to protect the Syrian people from its own government. The crime is that
over half of the Syrian population is displaced and they are at risk from their own
government. Progress is being made internationally – successful war crime
prosecution has started in Germany and there is more to come. An important
conference was held in Istambul recently opposing the normalization of relationships
with the Assad government.
My hope is to invite Mouaz and Natalie to St Peter’s in the next few months to provide
an important update to St Peter’s. Not only St Peter’s but Conway and central
Arkansas has been very supportive of SETF and the Wisdom House over these past
6 years – and it is important for us to understand that the support continues to be
extremely important.

Jerry Adams

Guatemala Mission (GEMM)
A Guatemala medical mission week is neither glamorous nor for the fainthearted.
A typical day starts at 6am with personal hygiene and breakfast at 7a. The brightly
painted school bus aka "chicken bus" leaves at 8a with a 2 to 3 hour harrowing bus
ride up into the mountains on a 2 lane road with a precipice on one side.
Upon arrival at the Mayan village the extreme poverty is overwhelming. A crowd
has already gathered outside the building which is typically a cinder block church
with 4 walls and a tin roof.
Our team unloads the bus, carrying in equipment, medical supplies, medicines, eye
glasses, clothing and shoes. Stations are set up around the interior perimeter of the
building and the chairs or benches are arranged in the center of the room to serve
as a waiting area. Patients are initially triaged and sent to a doctor or nurse for
consultation. The patient then receives a prescription which they take to the make
shift pharmacy. Dosage and regimens are explained to the patent before they are
sent to the vision care station.
If needed they try on used donated eyeglasses until they find a pair that helps
their vision. The patient's final and usually most thrilling stop is to the clothing
store where they are allowed to pick out badly needed clothes and shoes.
I participated in 2013 as a Spanish to English translator and lunch preparer. Most
of the patients only spoke Quiche (Kitchea) a Mayan dialect. A bi-lingual local
Guatemalan helper would translate from Quiche to Spanish and I would
translate to English for the team member.
Another team member and I would start lunch around 11:30a. Lunch would be
either a peanut butter and jelly or a bologna sandwiches. On a rare occasion if
we had access to a kitchen we would make tacos. After cleaning up I went back
to translating until about 5 or 6p when we packed up and headed back to our
lodging. We often stopped for dinner on the way back as we would be on the
road often until 8 or 9p. After Compline we would go to bed exhausted in order
to be up again by 6a.

Respectfully,
John Phillips

La economía guatemalteca es la
más grande de América Central.
Creció un 3,3 % en promedio
entre 2015 y 2018. Sin embargo,
Guatemala sigue siendo uno de
los países más pobres de
América Latina y el Caribe, con
ingresos muy desiguales y niños
con desnutrición crónica.
(in English) The Guatemalan
economy is the largest in Central
America. It grew 3.3 percent on
average from 2015 to 2018.
However, Guatemala remains one
of the poorest countries in Latin
America and the Caribbean,
having highly unequal incomes
and chronically malnourished
children.

From the Saint Peter's Archives.....
Saint Peter's Mission
The mission of Saint Peter’s is to welcome all to the traditions and beauty that the Episcopal Church offers.
We are a community called to go forth into the world to love and serve as Christ loved us.”
Photos from our past offer concrete evidence of what God was calling our congregation to do at a specific
point in time. And as our congregation, community, and world change, so does our mission and the ways in
which we serve, yet a constant theme remains: bringing Christ’s love and care to the need we see around us

Chris Odom

Members of Saint Peter’s march in
Conway’s Pride Parade.

One of our stained glass
windows quoting from
Matthew 25:35.

Marianne Black poses for a selfie
with one of the children helped by
our Guatemala Medical Mission trip
(now GEMM).

2016 – Jerusalem Greer helps children select
books from the Little Free Library.

April 16 (Saturday) - An art
experience with SPARC Art

Labyrinth Mission

May 7 (Saturday) @ 1pm Labyrinth Society WorldWide Walk for World Peace

The Steele Hays Memorial Labyrinth at Saint Peter’s is dedicated “The
Neighborhood Labyrinth”. Our mission for the labyrinth is to extend its use
to the community, such as persons just out for a walk, teachers/staff from
CJHS, community groups.

& mid-May (date TBA)
“Labyrinth Crawl” to all 3
Conway labyrinths:
Saint Peter’s, Hendrix,

A labyrinth’s purpose is to be a respite, a sacred threshold offering the
walker a place to find stillness, focus, centering, or, to use the vernacular,
to “chill”, before journeying off to whatever is to come next.

and UCA with brief talks
at each site.

Begin at the entryway. You cannot get lost on the labyrinth. You might choose just to walk the outside rim
making several rounds in either direction. Or you might walk directly from the entry to the center, pausing to
stand, or to sit down at the center in quietude. You might follow the single pathway leading to the center
and follow the pathway back to the entry. There is no right or wrong way to walk the labyrinth.
Whether you walk the rim, walk directly to the center, or walk the pathway, the journey is more focuses if
you have a conscious reason or intention in mind. Personal reasons for a labyrinth journey might be: to
capture a quiet moment, celebrate a gratitude, honor a special person or event, seek clarity, or just being
out for a neighborhood walk.
There are group activities that fit nicely the sacred quality of the labyrinth, among them wedding
ceremonies, memorial services, Tai-Chi, Yoga, picnic celebrations for church events-like burning the
mortgage, & mindfulness experiences.
We’ll continue to recognize Holy Days through labyrinth illumination & quiet walking experiences, &
availability of our Guide Assistants. It’s publicly open 24/7 in the lighted church courtyard.
We love the sacred qualities of the labyrinth and invite your interest, creativity, and spirit for the unexpected
with project development and further outreach.

Marilyn Larson

Rita Mackintosh
Community of Hope Mission
There’s a rumor going around…there might be a
Community of Hope training at St. Peter’s.”
“What? Community of Hope? What’s that? Do we need
another new organization?”
“Nothing new about Community of Hope. The first class
in the Diocese of Arkansas was held at St. Peter’s in
2001. Another class during the winter of 2018 involved
St. Peter’s and St. Nicholas (Maumelle).”
“Okay, but what is it? Why do we need it?”
“Community of Hope is a program that trains and
supports lay people to be Pastoral Care Givers.
Members of St. Peter’s have been and still are involved
in Community of Hope ministries in hospitals, prisons,
nursing homes, Eucharistic Ministry and Visitation, etc.
“Wait a minute! I don’t want to be a Pastoral Care Giver,
whatever that is. I’m already overloaded.”
“I hear you. Life is hectic, sometimes overwhelming.
But please read on…"
A Pastoral Caregiver is someone trained to be
supportive of the spiritual needs of those in crisis or
transition. The CoH training can be helpful in
unexpected ways, even with one’s own family.”
“So, what’s this got to do with Mission?”
“Recently someone who went through the training said,
“Each of us wants to give some hope to those we love…”
Rev. Greg encourages us to discern our mission as a
community. Perhaps Community of Hope can be one
way of being of service and walking in love as Christ
loves us.”
For more information visit
Community of Hope Arkansas website:
https://communityofhope.wordpress.com/

Claire Losardo
Food Pantry Mission

St. Peter’s Food Pantry mission is clearly stated
“to help those in need”. This is what we do each
first and third Saturday of the month.
People from all walks of life come in, some very
confused, some very ashamed and some just not
knowing what to do.
Myself and my volunteers make them feel
welcome and let them know that we have all
been in need in some way during our lives and
that there is nothing to be embarrassed about.
Each family receives a bag consisting of a can of
corn, a can of green beans, a can of spaghetti
sauce, a package of spaghetti, a can of tuna fish,
a box of cereal, a box of mac and cheese, one
package of a skillet dinner and a package of
ramen noodles. They are also given a package of
meat. We also, at times, have peanut butter and
jelly and other various items that have been
donated.
All food items are purchased at the Arkansas
Food Bank through donations from our
congregation. We are currently in the process of
updating our system to the Oasis program,
which will bring us more into the electronic age.
Also through the Food Bank, we are hoping to
become USDA approved. That would allow us to
receive dairy products and produce.
The clothes closet was implemented in August
2021 and went over so well we have kept it going.
The Food Pantry is near and dear to my heart
and with everyone’s help, we can keep it
growing. Any and all donations can be dropped
off at the office.

Vestry Mission
Do you ever notice how simple the instructions are on your shampoo
bottle? You know the ones that say: Directions for use- Lather, rinse,
repeat. As a person who finds multi step instructions challenging, I love a
simple to do list.
When I was asked to write a paragraph or two about my thoughts on the
mission of the vestry, I was immediately concerned about the complexity of it
all. I started where everyone starts with a google search hoping someone else
had come up with the perfect words. I read things like the mission of the vestry
should be broad ranging.
The mission of the vestry should be to support, in all aspects, the mission of
the church. I even asked my fellow vestry members who eloquently expressed
our mission as an entity that serves as the eyes and ears and even the hands
and feet of our church.
I agree all of these ideas represent the mission of the vestry. However, much like the instructions
we find on our favorite shampoo, I like to think of the mission of our vestry in the form of a
simple to do list: Directions for vestry: Look for a need, meet a need, repeat.

Kris Noah; Senior Warden of Saint Peter's Vestry

The Saint Peter’s Artist Collective (SPARC) Mission
Simply stated, the Mission and Vision of SPARC is to be an intentional
church and community space where the intersection of the arts and faith are
celebrated and shared.
We see value in all the arts. We are ignited to participate in all the arts and
collaborate with other Saint Peter’s ministries to use what gifts our Creator
has so graciously given us. Sometimes it is in finding just the right artwork
for the lobby…or learning the difference between a lithograph and an
etching…or attaching Mardi Gras beads to the chairs in the Parish Hall…or
attaching Hot Pepper bottles to an Advent Wreath. Since our founding in
2019, we have experienced it all and hope more is to come.
We take Michelangelo’s statement very seriously, “Lord, make me see your
glory in every place.” We understand the arts can create a space where one
can encounter God…which as Kenyon Adams states “opens a door to
transformation”. All of this we want to share with you.

Marilyn Rishkofski

Helping those in need to fight addiction
& find mental well-being:
~Tips from Judy Weaver~
by Candice McPherson,
Statistically, at least one out of every four adults in
the U.S. struggles with a substance use disorder or
mental health issues. It would be a hard task to find
any human being who has not either known
someone or themselves been affected by one or the
other. This data comes from the results of the 2020
National Survey on Drug Use and Health released by
SAMHSA which showed 73.8 million adults had
experienced either a Substance Use Disorder (SUD)
or Any Mental Illness (AMI).
When considering being “on mission” at Saint
Peter’s, members can be assured that the needs in
our state and community for helping to address
mental health and addiction are plenty. Judy
Weaver, a Saint Peter’s member since 2018, has
decades of familiarity working this mission and has a
wealth of information and experience on how
individuals can help. It was this mission to help
address the opioid and other substance addiction
issues in Arkansas that led her to the state after
many years working as a Peer Support Specialist in
Michigan. Here she has invested in the much needed
efforts toward facilitating addiction recovery across
multiple counties in the state helping Arkansas grow
its own Peer Support Specialist programs.
Weaver suggests a variety of ways churches,
communities, and individuals can help their fellow
humans to overcome the grip of addiction and
improve mental well-being. Church communities can
start by intentionally holding space for the work
required including providing a safe location
for 12-step meetings to take place, drawing on the
skilled mental health professionals in the community
who are willing to volunteer their time to work with
those who need it, and by offering self-care and
wellness classes as a part of the programming.

Even the smallest of steps can have a big impact for a
person struggling with addiction. First, people can help
stop the stigma that goes along with addiction
There’s a lot of disease with it. By the time you are
addicted your brain has been involved,” Weaver says.
People mistakenly think that addiction is nothing more
than a choice of will power, but it is closely tied to mental
health. In the same way people do not typically blame
others for having a terminal illness, people should stop
looking at addiction like it is a simple choice. Second, being
willing to just listen if someone gets the courage to talk to
you about their addiction is a huge help. “Don’t be ready
to speak back; at some point [after listening first] ask if
they want help,” Weaver suggested.
There are number of resources available for anyone
asking for help. One great app that is available is called
NARCANSAS. It has free opioid overdose resources along
with links and tools to help administer the life-saving
narcan drug. Other options include a variety of recovery
programs available with different contexts and modes.
People always seem to know AA, but
there are many more including some faith based ones like
Celebrate Recovery. It is also important to note that
sometimes insurance covers counseling services for an
individual.
For people wanting to serve on mission in this area, they
might want to consider investing in formal Peer Support
Specialist training through NAADAC. Individuals need to
be working toward at least two years of sobriety
themselves before entering the program. Weaver, soon to
celebrate 35 years of her own sobriety journey, shares the
most rewarding part of this work, “I am able to share a
lived experience that offers a gift to someone else if they
are willing to take it--plant the seed” She argues peers
going out and sharing their lived experiences is one of the
most helpful resources for those who are struggling.
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Calendar
and important announcements

Recurring Events

Sundays
Rite II @ 8:30 and 11:00

Mondays
Conway Buddhist Society @ 6:00
NA Meeting @ 6:30

Wednesdays
Chi Kung with Debra Strack @ 12:45
Tai Chi with Debra Strack @ 1:45
Fledglings Writing Group @ 5:30

g
Meetin
Vestry 1:00
@

Holy Eucharist 6:30
NA Meeting @ 6:30
Easter Sunday April 17th: Stations of the Cross will be April 10th and 13th at 6:00, April 15th @ 11:30,
2:00, & 6:00. Contemplative evening Sunday service will run through April 3rd. Stay tuned to church
announcements for any other events leading up to Easter and Easter Sunday service information.

Fridays
Conway Locally Grown @ 12 & 4:00
NA Meeting @ 6:30

Make a note!
A Meditation on
Mortality: Part of the
Journey Through the Prayer
Book series is taking place
each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Lent Soup Supper will be
Sunday, March 27th at 5:00
p.m.
The Food Pantry runs
twice per month on the first
and third Saturday @ 9:00 Noon.

6:30
*NVC @

SPARC art events will be in
the Parish Hall from 1:004:00.
DOK Monthly Meeting
will be held April 10th from
12:30-2:00 pm.
Caryl Churchill play
"Vinegar Tom" April 21, 22,
23 7-9:30 . April 24, 2-4pm

g
Meetin
Vestry 1:00
@

G O O D

Friday

